
 
Reading and Writing Across the Year in Fourth Grade 

A Sampling of Units of Study 
 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 
Interpreting Characters: The Heart of the Story  
 
This units helps students get into the interpretive work that is 
essential as they move toward fourth-grade expectations for 
reading fiction. Teachers use this unit to rally children to 
invest in their reading and to establish essential habits, 
rituals, structures, and tools.  
 

The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction 
 
This unit is designed to raise the level of the narrative 
Writing students do. Given that the emphasis will be to help 
students write a lot, teachers ask them to cycle through the 
writing process several times.  As fourth grade writers do 
this, teachers remind them to transfer all they have learned 
thus far to each later piece of writing. 
 

Reading the Weather, Reading the World 
 
This unit supports students reading high-interest nonfiction 
books of their own choice while learning essential skills such 
as reading for the main idea and supporting details, reading 
with alertness to text structure, tackling unfamiliar 
vocabulary, and so forth.  
 

Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays  
 
The unit begins by supporting children in writing personal 
essays that are structured in a main-claim/supportive 
examples or reasons fashion. Students write one flash draft 
essay, done in conjunction with a whole-class guided 
practice session. Students will learn the moves that are 
required for writing essays well, doing this as they work on a 
single personal essay and later a persuasive essay. 

Little Things are Big: Making Meaning from Poems and 
Poetic Craft in Literature  
 
A unit on poetry is an opportunity to reenergize reading 
workshop. Poems lend themselves to being read, reread, 
memorized, quoted, sung, treasured and shared. This unit 
offers ample opportunities for students to pause and think 
about the language, structure, and craft of poems; to look 
deeply at poems in order to uncover deeper meanings, and 
to think about how the interpretations they develop while 
reading poetry can help them to see more in other texts.  
 

The Gift of Writing (school-based units of study) 
 
Writing workshop during this time is used to support strong 
connections between reading and writing, either through 
writing about reading through literary essays or through 
writing stories that reflect the historical fiction students are 
reading during reading workshop. 
 

Historical Fiction Clubs  
 
This is a unit not only on reading historical fiction, but also on 
tackling more complex texts. Because historical fiction 
presents fascinating complexities, this unit has lots of 
opportunities to help readers synthesize unfamiliar, evolving 
settings and complicated, changing characters who may be 
vastly different from the readers themselves. Students also 
learn to grapple with interwoven historical plots and subplots. 
Readers will learn to attend to small details, notice shifts in 
tone, note changes in time and place, and be willing to 
seek outside resources when they need more historical 
information.  
 

The Literary Essay: Writing about Fiction  
 
In this unit, students will harness all they learned in 
Boxes and Bullets to create and defend ideas about 
literature. They will move from writing about one text, with a 
focus on defending an idea with a variety of details and a 
solid organizational structure, to analyzing texts more 
closely 
and lifting the level of their essays by making their thesis 
statements more complex, nuanced, and interpretive. 
Finally, students will learn to craft compare and contrast 
essays about two pieces of literature. 



Reading History: The American Revolution  
 
This will be the second fourth-grade unit on reading 
nonfiction. Like Reading the Weather, Reading the World, 
this unit is designed to give students practice reading 
increasingly complex texts, determining the main idea, 
synthesizing ideas across texts, learning to tackle 
domain-specific vocabulary, and the like. 
 
 

Bringing History to Life  
 
This unit begins with students writing about a broad 
topic--the American Revolution-- in well-structured ways and 
with a variety of rich and detailed information. Students will 
learn that informational writing takes on many forms, and 
will progressively move to writing about more focused 
topics, and eventually to developing ideas about the topics 
about which they write. In this unit, students are introduced 
to a variety of techniques for researching, organizing, and 
presenting information. 
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